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Unit One Study Guide

Chapters 1-2
Answer the following:
1. Difference between the New England colonies:  (Massachusetts Bay) and Chesapeake (Jamestown).
2. Explain the reasons/acts passed by the British and why they angered the colonists.
3. How did the Enlightenment lead to rebellion amongst the colonists?
4. Examine the events leading to the Revolutionary War.
5. What was the purpose of the Declaration of Independence?  

6. What were the Articles of Confederation?  Why did they not work?
7. What is the Constitution?  How did it create a stable government?  What was included to protect the rights of the people?
8. Explain our current system of checks and balances.  How do we make sure that one branch does not gain too much power?
9. Why did many in our nation feel a need to reform society during the first half of the 1800s?

10. List the 5 major reform movements that emerged during this time and some reformers attached to each movement.
11. Why did the slavery debate intensify with westward expansion?
12. Compare the anti-slavery and pro-slavery arguments.

13. Make a chart of the causes and effects of the Civil War.
14. How did Lincoln’s election lead to the creation of the Confederate States of America?
15. What was Reconstruction?  Why did it create a divide in the nation?

16. How did Reconstruction help the freed slaves?
17. When did Reconstruction end and with what event?

18. Explain the Emancipation Proclamation, 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments.
